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Voluntary Deregistration of an Incorporated 
Australian Company

Why De-Register your company?

Companies & businesses are separate & distinct things. This means that even after a business is sold or 
closed, a company may remain active & have a current registration. While registered it remains subject to 
the legal requirements of a registered company, including payment of the annual review fee each year.

If you have no further use for your company and it is not in financial difficulty or insolvent, you may wish 
to close it down, which is technically referred to as a deregistration. Once the deregistration process is 
complete, your company will cease to exist. 

Is your Company eligible for Deregistration?

ASIC, our regulating body will only deregister a company if it meets all of these requirements: 

• all members of the company agree to deregister 

• the company is not carrying on business (or acting as trustee for a trust)

• the company’s assets are worth less than $1,000 

• the company has no outstanding liabilities 

• the company is not a party to any legal proceedings 

• the company has paid all fees and penalties payable under the Corporations Act 2001.

The company is eligible, what happens next?

At your request, our team will complete an ASIC form 6010 which informs ASIC that you wish to deregister 
your company. A $36 lodgment fee will need to be paid to ASIC on submitting the form.

Within 1-2 weeks of the form & payment going to ASIC, your company will be given notice of the 
deregistration approval or rejection by mail. If approved, your company will appear on the ASIC Gazette 
published Tuesday and Thursday each week.

Do you still have to pay the current year’s annual review fee?

You will not have to pay the current year’s annual review fee if the company’s annual review date falls: 

• on or after 1 September 2007 and 

• within 2 calendar months before or after the date on which the notice is published in the ASIC Gazette. 
(This means that we need to start the process 2 months prior to the company’s annual review to prevent 
payment of the fee)
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Will this cancel the company’s ABN/TFN registration?

No, this procedure is only to deregister the company with ASIC as the ATO is a separate organization. 
Your Client Manager will start the process of cancelling your company’s ABN registration and lodging 
the company’s final tax return. Please note that this final return needs to be completed to deregister the 
company.

If the company is a trustee of a trust, a new trustee will be needed. Your client manager or legal advisor will 
assist by reviewing the trust deed to determine who an acceptable new trustee should be & completing the 
required paperwork.

How long do I keep my company records?

All deregistered companies must keep all correspondence, records and registers for a minimum of 3 years.

Summary

A company must have no activity & no debts. It completes a form, pays $36 and the process commences, 
taking up to 2 months. All other registrations such as GST must also be attended to.

For further information on company deregistrations, please consult your Client Manager.


